5. Showing that we care: everyBody has a story

A creative possibility
We have so far reflected upon how relationship, presence and
the gift of friendship are slowly becoming a creative possibility.
However, we have also discovered that there is still a long way to go
before people “living with a disability (along with their families and
carers) can feel as though they belong in a faith community” (Duke,
2016b).
The exciting thought is that, as a generation of Christians, we are
each and every one of us called to discover the mysterious gift of life
and of individual vocation.
Disabled people, as is true of all people, have an important part to
play in God’s plan of salvation. Activating this “ordinary” place of
reflection on disability in the Church (Romero, 2016, p. 204) will
require all people to enter into the mystery and sharing of authentic
and respectful love. This will happen ordinarily through the gradual
discovery of new and creative ways of being together as the Body of
Christ.
How easy, amazing and authentic this new journey will be in a
Church that is enriched with a symbolic tradition and call to love of
one’s neighbour!
So as to accompany you, the readers and the Church, in this journey
of mutual discovery, we would like to give you some basic tools
which we hope will en-able people of all abilities as
they share their lives, stories and faith.
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Personal story…

Jonathan’s unique vision
In one parish where Cristina worked, she accompanied
a family whose son was a creative learner and who
was on the spectrum of autism.
Jonathan, a vibrant young man, was always
keen to go to church, pulling at his mother’s hand
so that they were not late.
When Cristina was preparing the catechists
for his First Communion, she began by meeting
Jonathan and his family. She invited the catechists
to ask Jonathan and his mum why he liked church
so much. The answer came back
“I like the colours, the priest and the smells.”
His mother described the comforting effect on
her son of the routine of the Mass but said that
because people did not like the way in which he
vocalised his joy, (he would creatively make a
low-pitched sound) they usually sat at the back of the
church in case they needed to make a quick exit.
While they belonged to the parish it seems they
were not fully welcome. Because of this, although
Jonathan wanted to go to church, his mum decided to
stay away from Mass, unwilling to “upset” anyone.
As time passed, Jonathan’s requests to return to
church became too much to refuse and they began,
once again, to attend – but also to sit in the back seats.
As we began to prepare for his First Communion,
his mum phoned to ask what she could bring to
the meeting following their prolonged absence
from church.
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Jonathan was a very skilled artist whose
drawings transformed his daily experiences into
diagrams that helped him process and remember
what he did and saw. Like Jesus, he learnt and
taught through actions and images. People on
the spectrum of autism have a very literal and
ordered experience of the world, and so Cristina
suggested that Jonathan’s mother should ask him
to draw what he saw when he came to church.
When his mum came to Cristina with the
picture she was completely humbled and stopped
in her tracks.
Jonathan had drawn the moment when the
priest lifts up the small white circle of the
Eucharistic Bread for all to venerate - and there
were stars and stripes radiating from it.
Cristina reflected that we had thought that we
were preparing Jonathan to receive the Eucharist
- yet his longing and creative drawing showed
us something of the very grace of God. He had
had no formal preparation as yet, had learned
no Eucharistic vocabulary - and yet he “saw”
the mystery of the body of Christ and the way in
which it flows into our space and time.
Jonathan was our catechist, his creative way of
learning akin to the very revelation of God.
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