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24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

1. Introduction to the theme of the day
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“Who do you say I am?”

3. We respond
What is the Gospel asking of us?
We think about how hard it was, sometimes, for Jesus to be God.
Juniors should listen to the story with the young ones today,
before starting their own work.

Aim: To think about the virtue of integrity. Jesus was a man of
integrity, but it was not always easy for him.

Leader’s Reflection: Jesus was a man of integrity. Integrity is a very particular virtue, but it is difficult to describe in a
few words. It means wholeness, completeness, without a flaw, without anything missing. If we say a person has
integrity we mean that who they are, what they believe, what they say and what they do are all the same thing. They
are trustworthy and reliable and they stand by their word. Like the writing in a stick of rock, their values are written all
through them and show up in everything they do.

2. We arrive
We sit in a circle ready to listen to the Gospel. 

Focus
A lighted candle, green fabric for ordinary time, big word on a
card – INTEGRITY. 

Gospel: Mark 8:27-35
Read from the Lectionary or the Children’s Lectionary.

Proper 19
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Young ones
Story
Peter was feeling pretty pleased with himself. Ever since
he first met Jesus, he had been sure there was
something special about him, and now he knew he had
been right! 
Jesus had asked them a few minutes ago who they
thought he was. Everybody had gone very quiet and
started mumbling things about Jesus being very nice and
very kind, and being their best friend, and their leader
and all that sort of thing. 
But Peter could see that Jesus was waiting for them to
say something extra, something a bit different, so he
said it: “I think you are God,” he said, and Jesus had
turned to him with a solemn look on his face and said
that he was right! 
Oh yes, Peter was feeling very pleased with himself.
But Jesus was still talking … what was he saying? “… and
when we get to Jerusalem, the soldiers will arrest me,
and beat me, and kill me by nailing me to a cross”.

Absolutely not! No way José! Not if Peter had anything to
do with it they wouldn’t! Jesus was his best friend, and
he was God. Those soldiers would have to get past Peter
and his mates before they so much as laid a finger on
Jesus. “I won’t let them!” he bellowed angrily at Jesus. 
Jesus turned to him sadly, “You are wrong, Peter,” he
said, “you of all people. You know that I am God but
most people don’t, and they won’t like it very much when
I tell them.” 
“So, don’t tell them,” muttered Peter crossly. 
“Be quiet!” said Jesus very sharply. “I can’t stop being
God just because people don’t like it, or because they
beat me up for it, or even kill me. And if you want me to
pretend that I am not God, then you are not my friend.”
Poor old Peter. Top of the class one minute, and now
being sent away in disgrace. Being friends with Jesus
was sometimes very confusing. Peter had a lot of
thinking to do. 

Juniors
Story
Jesus was a man of integrity. Integrity is a virtue, a good
thing to have, but it is difficult to describe in a few words.
It means being whole or complete, without anything
missing. If we say a person has integrity we mean that
who they are, what they believe, what they say and what
they do are all the same thing. A bit like the writing in a
stick of rock, the things they believe are written all
through them and show up in everything they do.
Jesus was a man of integrity. He knew who he was: he
was God and man. He knew what he believed in; he
believed God loved him. And he wanted to share that
belief with other people, even if it made him unpopular
and the people wanted to kill him. We often think of
Jesus as just being good, as if that was easy for him, but
there are at least three times in the Gospel when we are
told how hard it was for him to choose to be good, to be
God, to behave with integrity. 

The first was when he spent 40 days in the desert and
the devil tempted him to use “being God” to make his
life easier. Jesus said that being God was not about
having an easy life. 
Today we read about the second time when Peter tried to
persuade him that being God was too dangerous – he
should play safe and try to protect himself so the people
would not kill him. Jesus said that “playing safe” was not
a thing God does. 
The third was in the Garden of Gethsemane when Jesus
wanted to run away from being crucified. In the end,
Jesus said that being God meant that he loved people
like God loved them, and he couldn’t run away from
them; if that meant he would be crucified, then that must
be a part of being God as well.
Behaving with integrity takes a lot of courage, even for
Jesus.
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4. Activity
Young ones
Peter has made Jesus sad by saying that he should pretend not to be God so that the people will like him more. Help
Peter to draw a card, or write a letter to Jesus to say “Sorry”.

Juniors
Integrity is a virtue: a good way of behaving which is easily recognisable in the people around us. It is also one of the
words we use to describe God. One of his titles in the Old Testament is “The Lord my Integrity”. 

Can all of the words we use to describe God be used to describe people as well? 
Jesus had to find a way of being God – which meant being all the things that God is, whilst still being a man. On the
chart on the template page, write down any words which you can use to describe God, and then, in the second
column, words which can be used to describe people. Why was it so hard for Jesus to be God and man?

Tips for learning difficulties
Children can use pictures to illustrate God’s characteristics – of people doing good things, beautiful scenery,
magnificence etc.

5. We come together
Parents can be invited to join in at this stage.

Focus
Gather around the candle and the word.

Gospel
Jesus asked his friends who they thought he was. Peter said, “You
are God.” 

Prayer
Dear Jesus, you are God, and you wanted to behave like God all
the time, but sometimes that was very hard. Peter was your friend,
and he wanted to behave like your friend all the time, but
sometimes that was very hard for him as well. We are your friends,
and we want to behave like your friends all the time, but
sometimes that is very hard for us too. Help us when we find it
hard. Amen.

Share
The children can show the work they have been doing today.

Sing
“Jesus is God” 
“Jesus, you are Lord”
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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

1. Introduction to the theme of the day

“Don’t worry about 
being important”

Aim: It’s easy to feel unimportant. It’s easy to feel that no one
notices you, and no one thinks much of you. We all want to be
admired! But God isn’t fooled by
silly things. God wants us to
understand what is important.

Leaders’ Reflection: A core message of today’s Gospel is that
the first shall be last; that those who serve others modestly are
the ones who do God’s will. Those who seem important in the
world may be much less important in God’s eyes than people
who are more modest.

2. We arrive
We sit in a circle ready to listen to the Gospel.

Focus
Three candles: one very big, one medium, one small.

Gospel: Mark 9:30-37
Read from the Lectionary or Children’s Lectionary.

3. We respond 
What is the Gospel asking of us?
Work in age groups if appropriate. Then come
together as a community at the end of the session.

Proper 20
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Young ones
Don’t try to be the best, the cleverest, the most important one. All that matters to God is that we love and care for
each other.

Story
Once upon a time there were three candles: a big one, a
middle-sized one and a little one. 
The biggest candle felt very important. He was very fat,
and he was sure he was the best candle of all. 
The middle-sized candle was very vain. He was so much
bigger and better than the smallest candle! And who
would want to be as fat as the biggest candle? The
middle-sized candle was sure that he was the best.
The smallest candle thought the others were wonderful.
They were so big! He was sure that they were the best.
He was only a little candle.
One night, a mouse came to the candles, where they
lived on the mantelpiece. “Help,” said the mouse. “My
home is so dark! I can’t find my glasses, so I can’t see to
find the nuts and berries my babies need to eat. We’re so
hungry! Please, help me find my glasses.” All the candles
felt sorry for the mouse, and they agreed to help. 
The biggest candle said he would be the best for the job,
because he was the grandest. But when they got to the

mouse’s hole, he was too fat to get in. Oh dear! The
mouse said: “You could shave off a bit of your wax, and
make yourself thinner,” but the biggest candle said
“NO!” He didn’t want to be thin. 
The middle-sized candle said he would do it. But when
he tried to get into the hole, he was too tall. “You could
shave off the bottom of your wax, and make yourself
shorter,” said the mouse. But the middle-sized candle
wouldn’t: he didn’t want to be short.
The smallest candle said: “I could fit in the hole just as I
am.” The other two candles laughed! “How could you
make enough light?” they said. “Let’s try,” said the
mouse. All the candles lit their flames – and what a
surprise! The smallest candle burned just as bright as
the others. So he went in and lit the mouse’s hole, and
she found her glasses.
The two big candles were cross, so they didn’t say “well
done”. But the little candle didn’t mind. He was just
happy to help the mouse.

Juniors
God wants us to do the best we can in everything. Jesus tells us not to worry about being better or more important
than other people. The best thing is to love and care for each other.

Story
Some time ago, there was a very funny cartoon on TV. It
was called Captain Pugwash. Perhaps you’ve seen it. It
was about pirates who lived on a ship and tried to
capture treasure. Pugwash was the captain of the ship,
and he thought he was a very fine fellow. His crew were
all big and strong except for Tom, the cabin boy, who was
only a lad. 
Well, Pugwash had an enemy, another pirate called Black
Jake, who played tricks on him and attacked his ship and
stole his treasure. Poor Pugwash! Black Jake was much
cleverer than Pugwash, and much more cunning, so he
usually won. He’d capture Pugwash and all his crew and
tie them up or lock them in a dungeon. But he didn’t
always bother to catch Tom – after all, he was only the
cabin boy.

However, Tom was the cleverest of them all. Tom loved
Pugwash and his crew, and he knew that they needed his
help. It was always Tom who found a way to rescue the
others. It was always Tom who found the secret passage
out of the dungeon. It was always Tom who had the best
plans, always Tom who thought of a way to beat Black
Jake, and his plans always worked. So Pugwash and his
crew always won in the end.
Pugwash and the crew never thanked Tom for saving
them. After all, he was only the cabin boy, and they were
pirates. But Tom didn’t mind. He knew how much they
needed him, and he knew he had saved the day. So he
just smiled quietly to himself and waited till next time
the pirates got into trouble!



4. Activity
Young ones
What can we do to help other people? Think of something you could do to make your friends, or your brother or sister,
happy. Think about the little things (smiling) as well as the big things. Use the template to show the ways we can
show God’s love to other people. 

Juniors
Think about times when we’ve tried to win, to be the best, to be the leader. Being important makes you feel big! But it
doesn’t always make other people feel good. Think about times when we’ve just wanted to help, wanted to make
someone else feel special. How different that feels! Make a poster to show how or write on the template.

Tips for learning difficulties
Today’s Gospel is particularly good for children with learning difficulties, who
often feel (and are treated by others as) less than everyone else. Focus:
whoever feels lowly is high in God’s love. 

5. We come together
Parents can be invited to join in at this stage.

Focus
The three candles and the products of the
activities.

Gospel
Jesus says: “The smallest child is just as
important as me! If you love me, you will look
after everyone. Don’t worry about being big and
important. All that really matters is that you love
and care for everyone.”

Prayer
Lord Jesus, help us to see when we can serve
and help others. Fill us with your spirit of love.
Amen.

Share 
Share the work from the activities.

Sing 
“Here I am, Lord”
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26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

1. Introduction to the theme of the day

“See God in everyone”
Aim: Today we focus on asking: “Who are God’s people? Who can
the spirit of God work through?”

Leader’s Reflection: The first reading and the Gospel for today ask us to accept and honour people who live as Jesus
wants us to live even if they are not “one of us”. Anyone who is not against us is for us: the spirit of God can work
through anyone. God calls us to be humble, and not to seek to be more important than other people. We are called to
serve others. Christians must recognise God in everyone, and not just in other Christians. 

2. We arrive
We sit in a circle ready to listen to the Gospel.
Today we focus on readings that remind us that all people, even those who don’t share our faith, can be part of God’s
harvest. The spirit of God may work in anyone.

Focus
Light a candle. Put a Bible next to it, the Qur’an, meditations by
the Dalai Lama, and so on.

Gospel: Mark 9:38-43. 45. 47-48
Read from the Lectionary or Children’s Lectionary.

3. We respond 
What is the Gospel asking of us?
Work together in age groups if appropriate. 
Then come together as a community at the end of the session.

Proper 21
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Young ones

Story

Juniors

There was a little duck called Jennifer. One day some
boys caught her in a sack, and took her a long way away
from her pond and her friends and family. She pecked
and pecked at the sack, and finally she escaped and ran
away into the dark. 
Oh, she was sad and frightened. She didn’t know which
way to go, to find her home. She couldn’t fly, because
her wing was broken. She waddled along, and she said,
“Please, God, help me find my way home.”
By and by a sparrow found her. “What’s the matter?” he
asked. Jennifer told him everything. “Oh, I can help you,”
said the sparrow. “I can fly up high and see where your
pond is.” And he did just that, so Jennifer knew which
way to go.
She walked towards her pond. But oh! She was tired!

She wished God would come and help her get home
quickly.
By and by a goat came along. “What’s the matter?” he
asked. Jennifer told him everything. “Oh, I can help you,”
said the goat. “You can sit on my horns and I can carry
you home.” And he did just that.
Jennifer was SO pleased to be home. But she was cross
that God hadn’t helped her. “You silly duck!” said her
mother. “Every time you asked God for help, you got just
what you needed. Don’t you think God was working
through that kind little sparrow, and that generous
goat?” “Oh!” said Jennifer. And from that day on, she did
her best to help other creatures, so that God would work
through her, too.

God’s spirit is all around us in the world. We can see it in many of the people we meet. God wants us to notice his
spirit in other people, and be glad. How can we recognise God’s spirit working in someone else? And how can we help
God’s spirit work in us? What can we do, to bring God’s spirit into the world?

Where can we look for God? God can be everywhere. You can see God working in all sorts of people: whenever
someone is good and kind and loving, there’s a little bit of God working in them. God wants us to see him in those
good people, and he wants us to show him to other people, by being good and kind and loving ourselves, too.

Story
Now, this is a true story. It’s about a man whose name
was Roy. Roy wasn’t a Christian, and he didn’t believe in
God. But that didn’t mean that God didn’t believe in him.
It didn’t mean that God could not work through him.
One day, Roy was going to a job interview. He really
needed that job, because he had four children to look
after, and he had no money. He was wearing his very best
suit, which was made of wool and was very expensive.
He was hurrying along, over the bridge, on his way to the
interview when he heard someone shouting. There was
someone in the river underneath the bridge – a young
boy. That boy was drowning!

Roy jumped straight into the river, in his best suit, and he
rescued the boy. Of course, he missed his interview and
he didn’t get the job. His suit was ruined – it shrank so
much he had to throw it away.
Roy didn’t tell anyone what he had done, or why he was
so wet. But the boy whose life he saved told the
newspapers about the “mystery stranger” who had
saved his life. 
Now, I think God was working very strongly in Roy that
day, whatever he thought. He did exactly what Jesus
would have wanted, even though that cost him a lot. If
only we were all so good, so Godly!



4. Activity
Young ones
Use the template, which shows a rich man holding a basket out to a poor person. What could you put in the basket?
Draw in some good things the poor person might need: the fruits of a harvest we can share with others. Colour in the
people’s clothes! When we do good, and when we are glad, we are God’s harvest.

Juniors
God wants us to recognise his spirit wherever it works in the world, and whoever it works through. He wants us to
rejoice in everyone who shows his spirit in the world. How can we recognise the spirit of God in someone we meet? 
God wants his spirit to work through us, too. How can we help the spirit of God to shine through our lives? How can we
add to God’s harvest of good things? Make a poster to show how.

Tips for learning difficulties
Focus on the contrast between the good, which comes from God, and the bad, which does not. Help the child to
identify simple contrasts relevant to the readings: being helpful to others versus doing hurtful things; giving the good
gifts of the harvest versus giving useless things; and so on.

5. We come together
Parents can be invited to join in at this stage. Tell the children that next week we will be talking about sharing with
each other. Ask them to bring an item of fruit with them to share next week.

Focus:
The lighted candle. The fruits of our activities – the harvest of our thoughts.

Gospel
God says: “Don’t think I speak only to you, or only
work through people who are important in your
church. I speak to you, but I work through many
more people than that too!” God wants us to
recognise his spirit, wherever we find it. He wants
us to look out for him everywhere, and to rejoice in
everyone who loves and looks after other people.
He wants us to live good lives so that other people
can see his spirit in us.

Prayer
Lord God, help us to see you, wherever you are in
the world. Help us to give thanks for every good
person. Help us to be good people, too. Help us to
shine with your love, so that other people can see
you in us. Amen.

Share 
Share the products of our activities.

Sing 
“Make me a channel of your peace.”
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27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

1. Introduction to the theme of the day

“The kingdom of God
belongs to the children”

Aim: Jesus loved children. As children we have responsibilities
towards each other, to share with each other and to care for each
other.  This is our world, and Jesus wants us to make it a better
place.

Leader’s Reflection: Oscar Romero wrote that teachers
were “Prophets of a future not their own”. Jesus loved
children because they were open and ready to change. We
need to prepare our young people to take their adult places
in a constantly changing world, but we also need to
encourage them to participate in that world now.

2. We arrive
We sit in a circle ready to listen to the Gospel.

Focus
A lighted candle and a basket of produce (ideally brought
by the children – see share activity below); green fabric for
ordinary time.

Gospel: Mark 10:2-16
Read from the Lectionary or Children’s Lectionary.

3. We respond
What is the Gospel asking of us?
Work in age groups if appropriate. Alternatively, choose the
discussion ideas and story most suitable for your group.

Proper 22
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Young ones
Discussion: Jesus loves children. How does he show that he loves them? Who else loves children? 
How do they show it? 

Daphne was very flustered. The ducklings were playing
up, and she was finding it difficult to get everything
done. When she tried collecting worms for their tea, they
sploshed about in the mud getting dirty. When she took
them to the river with the washing, they splished and
splashed until they were totally soaked, and then just
when she had finished sweeping out the nest, they all
came tramping back in with bits of twigs and leaves,
making a mess again. Ducklings!

Daphne was just about to get cross and quack very
loudly at them all, when she noticed something. There
should be three ducklings, David, Dickie and Debbie.
David and Debbie were standing in front of her looking
very untidy and ashamed of themselves, but where was
Dickie? David and Debbie did not know. “He was with us
down by the river; we must have lost him on the way
back.” 

Daphne was very worried. Dickie down by the river? He
could not swim! She grabbed the other two ducklings,
and hurried off down to the river. 
When they got to the river, Dickie was nowhere to be
seen. They could see his footprints on the muddy bank,
but right at the edge they suddenly stopped. 
“He must have fallen in!” wailed Daphne. The other two
ducklings were getting really worried now. They looked
everywhere but could find no other sign of Dickie. 
“Oh dear!” they wept. “Oh dear!” wept Daphne.
Just then they heard a happy little quacking sound. There
was a little duck swimming down the middle of the river.
It was Dickie! “Look at me!” he called. “I’ve learned to
swim.”
Daphne was overjoyed to see him. “Ducklings might be a
nuisance or a worry some of the time, but I love them so
much, I don’t ever want to lose one of them again. Thank
you, God, for keeping my duckling safe.”

Children are more highly valued in some parts of the world than in others. In China, parents are only allowed to have
one baby, so that one baby is very important to them. In other parts of the world families are bigger because children
are needed to work. Sometimes children may be neglected because their parents cannot afford to look after them
properly. But God loves all children.
Talk about our own society. Are children valued here? Is there a change from the past? What is good about the way we
treat children? What could be better?

It is a Catholic tradition that the month of October, in
particular, is devoted to praying the rosary. When your
parents were children, the rosary was a very common
prayer, but it is said less frequently now. In it we join
with Mary in remembering Jesus’ childhood and his
death and resurrection.
Where did the rosary come from? The rosary is the prayer
of the worker, and in a way it comes from the Bible, from
the book of Psalms. There are 150 psalms altogether, and
since the early days of the Church, people have used
them as prayers. We say one each Sunday at Mass.
Monks and nuns had plenty of time for praying, and so
they said all 150 psalms every day! Ordinary people
working in the fields did not have so much time, but
wanted to join in the prayers anyway, so each day they
would collect 150 small pebbles and carry them in their
pocket. When the church bells rang for prayer, they
would take a pebble out, genuflect, and say a short

prayer – usually the beginning of the Our Father or Hail
Mary. Collecting 150 stones every day became a bit
tedious, so people began to use ropes with knots instead
– 150 knots, one for each psalm.
Eventually all these Our Fathers and Hail Marys were
organised into groups called decades – one Our Father
and ten Hail Marys followed by one Glory be. St Dominic
was a saint who liked to pray the rosary, and he
encouraged people to think about Jesus’ life whilst they
were doing it. Five decades to think about his childhood,
five to think about his passion, and five to think about
his resurrection and glory with God. Not long before his
death, Pope John Paul II made five new decades, to think
about Jesus’ adult life and ministry. They are called the
mysteries of light.
It is a good way to pray for the children of other
countries who are working in the fields, because that is
where it started hundreds of years ago.

Story

Juniors

Story



4. Activity
Young ones and Juniors
This week’s activity can be shared by all the children. There are suggestions as to how it might be developed further
for older children.
Find pictures of children from developing countries (Cafod/Christian Aid/Traidcraft calendars or websites are usually
good for these).
Talk about the harvest collected by children in other countries. Talk about how we help people in need.
Ask the children to colour in the template of the harvest basket, then “fill” it with produce using drawings or cut-outs,
or sticking on rice or pulses. 
Older children could fill it with produce from one specific country, e.g. India (tea, rice, spices, cotton); Brazil (coffee,
chocolate, sugar, tropical fruits); England (apples, barley, carrots, potatoes) – a children’s encyclopaedia or atlas
should give sufficient information.

Tips for learning difficulties
Use a real basket and bring a selection of foods grown in different countries. Talk about the products. Use a globe or
world map to help the discussion.

5. We come together
Parents can be invited to join in at this stage.

Focus
Gather around the candle and basket.

Gospel
Jesus was tired, and was sitting down by a well.
Some people saw him and brought their
children to see him. Jesus’ friends tried to send
the children away because they were making
too much noise, but Jesus said, “Let the little
children come to me; do not stop them.” And he
put his arms around them and blessed them.

Prayer
Jesus, we know that you loved children in a
special way. Bless all of us, and bless all the
children in the world. Bless the harvest and
help us share fairly with people who are poor
and hungry. Amen.

Share
Each child can select something from the
produce basket which was filled as the children
came in, and give it to another child.

Sing
“All things bright and beautiful”
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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

1. Introduction to the theme of the day

“It is easier for a camel to pass 
through the eye of a needle 

than for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of God”

Aim: There is nothing wrong with being rich
except that it makes us think we can
manage on our own. Jesus tells us today
that it is better to trust God than to be rich.

Leader’s Reflection: The only way to be with God is by recognising our need for him. If
we know that we need God, then we have already found him. If we surround ourselves
with luxury and security, if we become totally self-dependent, it is very difficult to
recognise that we need God, in this life as well as the next. 

2. We arrive
We sit in a circle ready to listen to the Gospel.

Focus
A lighted candle, green fabric for ordinary time, a pile of coins (this might be the
“collection money” of the adults present).

Gospel: Mark 10:17-30
Read from the Lectionary or the Children’s Lectionary.

3. We respond
What is the Gospel asking of us?
Work in age groups if appropriate.

Proper 23
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Young ones
Sometimes we care more about the things we have, than our friends. Can you think of any toys you like to play with
on your own instead of with other children? Jesus tells us that our belongings are not so important as other people or
God.

Story

Juniors

Story

Brian the badger was in a grumpy mood again. Nobody
had been to see him for three whole days. “I don’t care,”
he muttered. “I don’t need friends, I’ve got my ball to
play with.” And he got out his ball, and began to play
with it.
Just then, Michael the mole stuck his head out of the
ground, “Hello Brian, can I play with you?” he called.
Brian looked at Michael, then he looked at the ball. “I’m
playing with my ball,” growled Brian. “I don’t need to
play with you.” And he wandered off pushing the ball in
front of him. Michael was very sad. 
Brian pushed the ball down to the river. Daphne was
splashing around in the middle of it with her three
ducklings. “Come and watch us,” called Daphne. “We are
having great fun!” Brian looked at Daphne, then he

looked at the ball. “I’m having fun with my ball,” grunted
Brian, “I don’t need to have fun with you.” And he
wandered off pushing the ball in front of him. Daphne
was very sad.
Camilla the cow was eating her lunch when Brian arrived
in her field. “Come and have lunch!” she called to him.
Brian looked at Camilla, then he looked at the ball. A ball
was good for playing with, but you couldn’t eat it; and
Camilla’s lunch did look very tasty and it would be very
nice to have a little chat with Camilla while they ate.
Brian cheered up a bit. Maybe a friend was better than a
ball after all, “Thank you, God, for all my friends,” he
muttered gruffly and sat down for lunch.

Suggestion – build the camel (activity) before having this discussion.
Jesus doesn’t tell us that it is difficult for rich people to enter the kingdom of heaven; he tells us that it is almost
impossible. This is not because riches are bad, but because they make us feel safe, so we do not think we need God
any more. We all have some riches. How do they make us secure? In what ways do we still need God?

St Edward the Confessor was King of England in the
eleventh century, and died in 1066, just before William
the Conqueror invaded England.
In many ways St Edward was a very strange king. He was
born in 1003 into an interesting family. King Edmund
Ironside and King Hardicanute (son of King Canute, who
tried to stop the tide from coming in) were his half-
brothers. Edward was sent to France when he was ten
because the Danes had invaded England. Whilst he was
there he became very religious and prayerful, going to
church whenever he could, and singing in the church
choir. 
In England King Canute died and there were a lot of
squabbles over who should be the next king. In the end,
it fell to Hardicanute, and it was not until his death in
1042 that Edward became king himself. Edward’s reign
was one of almost unbroken peace. He sorted out some
of the big arguments in his kingdom without battles or

wars, but through diplomacy. During the reign of the
Danes when he was a child, the people of England had
been made to pay very high taxes. Edward abolished this
system, and gave many of his own riches to the poor as
well. A court biographer wrote about him: “How great is
the influence of a king who is truly father of his people.
He is remarkable for his generosity to the poor, and
never happier than when giving alms.”
Edward had made a promise to God that he would make
a pilgrimage to St Peter’s tomb in Rome during his
lifetime. Once he was king, however, he did not want to
leave England for fear that the troubles might start
again, so instead he built a new Minster (church) for
London. This was not in the city itself, but just outside, to
the west. That is why the church is called Westminster.
Since that time, all the kings and queens of England have
been crowned there.

For discussion: Edward was a rich man. How did he use his money? How did he show he still needed God by what he
did? Did his money separate him from God?



4. Activity
Young ones
With a ball, ask the children to suggest games they could play on their own, then ask for games which they could play
together. Which are better? Choose a game to play together. Or use the template of the treasure pile and colour, cut
and share it out.

Juniors
A camel is one metre high and two to three metres long, sitting down. Use the furniture and people in the room to
build a camel. Somebody can stand at the front to be the head. Camels are very fierce and often try to bite people that
walk too close to them. 
How big would a needle have to be for the camel to walk through? 
If you have time, you can make one using rolls of newspaper and sellotape or staples.

Tips for learning difficulties
Have ready a selection of games and decide together which are good for
sharing.

5. We come together
Parents can be invited to join in at this stage.

Focus
Gather around the candle.

Gospel
A rich young man asked Jesus, “What must I do to live with God for ever
in heaven?” Jesus said, “You must sell everything, give the money to the
poor, and then come with me.” The man was very sad, “That is too
difficult,” he said, “I cannot do that.” Jesus was sad too, because he
liked the man. “You are right,” he said. “It is easier for a camel to pass
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of
God.”

Prayer
Jesus, thank you for all the riches you have given us, our toys, our
homes, our food, our pocket money. Help us to share these things with
each other, and to remember that without you we would have nothing at
all. Amen.

Share
Distribute the pile of coins amongst the children present. Either have a
collection around the group, or let the children put it in the collection
plate in the church.

Sing
“All that I am” 
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29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

1. Introduction to the theme of the day

“Serving other people 
is a sign of greatness”

Aim: Jesus tells us that if we can respect the greatness of other
people, then we will become great ourselves.

Leader’s Reflection: When we look at our greatest leaders, we find
that their leadership is always focused on something beyond
themselves – e.g. Gandhi, Martin Luther King. We quickly
recognise as a sign of weakness the tendency of prominent
people to put themselves first, or to focus on their own
successes. Jesus goes further than this. He tells us that the
truly great are so aware of the greatness and dignity of
every person other than themselves, that all they want to
do is to serve them.

2. We arrive
We sit in a circle ready to listen to the Gospel.

Focus
A lighted candle, green fabric for ordinary time. 
Large cards with the words, “We’re great!”

Gospel: Mark 10:35-45
Read from the Lectionary or the Children’s Lectionary.

3. We respond 
What is the Gospel asking of us?
Work in age groups if appropriate.

Proper 24
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What does “great” mean? Who do you see on the television that is great? How do you know they are great? Do you
know any great people yourself? How do you know they are great? 
The greatest person that any of us knows is Jesus.

The animals were having a competition. They wanted to
find out who was the greatest of them all. Each animal
was given a slip of paper, and had to write down who
they thought was the greatest, and why. Then the papers
were collected in and sorted out, and the winner was
announced. Who do you think it was?

Was it Owen the owl? He was certainly the cleverest and
wisest animal in the meadow, and everybody respected
him a lot.
Or was it Henry the honey bee? Everybody liked Henry,
he was always cheerful, and could sort out everybody’s
arguments. That was very important.
Maybe it was Camilla the cow. She was the strongest of

all the animals. She could carry all of them on her back
at the same time.
Or could it be Daphne the duck? Everybody was very
impressed by the way she kept all those ducklings in
order, and she did have the loudest quack of anybody!
But no, it was none of those animals. Do you want to
know who they chose? It was poor little Wendy the
worm! Why do you think that was? It was because all the
other animals were great and important and impressive
during the daytime, but Wendy was a glow-worm, and
only Wendy could give them light during the night-time.
That made her the greatest of them all.
Who would you choose?

Sometimes we use the word “great” to mean that we like somebody a lot, but a dictionary tells us that the word
really means “important, high up, distinguished, grand”. This is what Jesus meant when he used the word “great”.
What do you think makes a person great in this way? How do we know they are great? 
A great person might expect other people to serve them, but Jesus said that a person who is prepared to serve others
is the greatest of all, because they recognise that other people are great too. 
God has created them, and God is in them, and who could be greater than God?

St John de Brébeuf (feast day 19 October) was born in
1593 in Normandy, France. From an early age he wanted
to be a priest. He joined the Jesuits and was sent to
Canada to work as a missionary amongst the Huron
people. The society which he left behind regarded the
native Americans as savages, less than human, but John
taught that they were brothers and sisters with us in the
sight of God. He said that it was his privilege to serve
them and bring the word of God to them.

These are some of the instructions he gave to the other
missionaries:
• You must love these Hurons as Jesus does, as

brothers and sisters. 
• You must never keep them waiting at the time of

embarking.
• Carry a tinder-box or a piece of burning-glass, or

both, to make fire for them during the day for
smoking, and in the evening when it is necessary to
camp; these little services win their hearts.

• Try to eat the little food they offer you, and eat all
you can, for you may not eat again for hours.

• Eat as soon as day breaks, for native Americans,
when on the road, eat only at the rising and the
setting of the sun.

• Be prompt in embarking and disembarking and do
not carry any water or sand into the canoe.

• Do not ask many questions; silence is golden.
• Always carry something during the portages.
• Do not begin to paddle unless you intend always to

paddle.
• Always show any other native Americans you meet on

the way a cheerful face and show that you readily
accept the fatigues of the journey. 

St John was martyred in Canada by another tribe of
native Americans – the Iroquois – in 1649.

Young ones

Story

Juniors

Story



4. Activity
Young ones
Colour in the paper doll to look like someone you know. Colour in the clothes and the crown to make them look very
grand and important, then dress the doll in them (use Blu-tack to attach them).

Juniors
Using magazines, cut out two sets of pictures. The first set should be of people that our society thinks are great; the
second should be of people that show they are great by serving other people. Cut out the faces and make a collage of
them all. Now look carefully at the faces of the people in the two groups. Which group looks happier and more
involved in what they are doing? Why do you think that is? 

Tips for learning difficulties
Have the clothes etc. ready cut out, or you could use a proper doll and dress it in grand clothes.

5. We come together
Parents can be invited to join in at this stage.

Focus
Gather around the candle and the work from the activities.

Gospel
James and John were Jesus’ friends. One day they
asked him if they could sit next to him in heaven
when they got there. Jesus said, “I am saving those
places for my greatest friends. If you want to be
great, then you must serve each other and you
must serve other people.”

Prayer
Jesus, you are our great God, far greater than any
of us, but you died on the cross for us because you
thought we were worth it. Help us to see that the
people around us are great too and worth serving
like you did. Amen.

Share
Share the work of the session, praying for each
“great” person in turn.

Sing
“How great is our God”
“O Lord my God”
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30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

1. Introduction to the theme of the day

“What do you want 
me to do for you?”

Aim: When we are having difficulties, God will help us to see the
way forward again, if we ask him. 

Leader’s Reflection: What must it be like to suddenly see again after having been blind
for years? It is difficult to imagine physical blindness, or the impact of sudden sight,
but there are other “revelations” in our lives which we have experienced. Suddenly
being able to read, ride a bike, solve that maths problem, work the video recorder,
understand another person’s point of view. God is revealed to us as we grow
and develop in every way.

2. We arrive
We sit in a circle ready to listen to the Gospel.

Focus
A lighted candle, green fabric for ordinary time.
A card with a big eye (see template).

Gospel: Mark 10:46-52
Read from the Lectionary or Children’s Lectionary.

3. We respond 
What is the Gospel asking of us?
Work in age groups if appropriate.

Proper 25



FaithMap – 219

What do you think it is like to be blind? Shut your eyes for a few moments. Are there other people in the
room? How can you tell? Feel around until you touch someone. Without opening your eyes, can you can work
out who it is? The man in today’s Gospel could not see at all, even if he opened his eyes. Sometimes at night
we cannot see anything. This is what happened to Henry.

Whoah! Henry the honey bee woke up suddenly. He
could not see a thing. It was pitch black. All the lights
in the hive had gone out. What had happened?

Henry got up very carefully. Feeling his way across
the room, he found the door and opened it. The
corridor outside was totally black. Henry could see
nothing. He guessed that one of the light switches
must have broken and decided to go and check. But
which way to go? Henry knew that the switches were
near the main entrance to the hive, past the nursery
where all the baby bees slept, through the honey
store, and then down to the main entrance. 
Which way to the nursery? That was easy. Henry
could hear the wailing of the baby bees just up the
corridor. Keeping one hand on the wall, he fumbled
his way up towards them. The wailing got louder and
louder until, suddenly, there was a gap in the wall
and the wailing got very loud. Where do you think
Henry was?
Next stop was the honey store. Henry thought for a

while and then sniffed. Sniff, sniff. What was he
doing? Sniffing all the way, Henry went up one
corridor and down another and then, very carefully,
down a ramp. He didn’t need to sniff any more; Henry
knew where he was. Feeling his way along the sticky
shelves, Henry managed to find the doorway out of
the honey store. He gave his sticky feet a quick lick,
then thought again. 
How to get to the main entrance? Right down in the
distance, Henry could see a faint light. Keeping his
eye fixed on it, he inched his way forward. The light
got brighter and brighter. It was the moon outside
the hive. Somebody had left the main door open, so
the moonlight could get in. Henry moved faster as
the light got brighter. He was right! One of the light
switches was broken. Henry fixed it quickly and
switched it back on. The whole hive was lit up again.
How wonderful!
Henry said a little prayer. “Thank you, God, that I can
see again!”

Today’s Gospel tells us about a man who was blind; he could not see things with his eyes. Sometimes we use
the word “see” to mean “understand” – “I can’t see how to do that”, “I can’t see your point of view”.
When Jesus cured people of blindness, he was showing us that he can help us when we can’t “see” or
understand things with our minds as well as with our eyes.

St Jude was a cousin of Jesus. His mother (also called
Mary) was a cousin of Jesus’ mother, Mary. His father,
Cleophas, was the brother of St Joseph. Before Jesus
called him to be an apostle, Jude was either a
fisherman or a farmer.
After he became an apostle, Jude is hardly mentioned
again in the Gospels, except in places where all
twelve apostles are listed, and at the Last Supper
when he asked Jesus, “Lord, why have you only
shown yourself to us and not to the whole world?” 
There is another story about him. King Abagar of
Edessa wanted Jesus to cure him of leprosy. He could
not travel, but he knew he only had to see Jesus to be
cured, so he sent an artist to draw Jesus’ face. Jesus
was so impressed by King Abagar’s faith that he
pressed his face into a cloth and gave it to Jude to

take to Abagar. The king was cured and became a
Christian. In pictures, Jude is often shown carrying
the cloth of Jesus’ face.
After Pentecost, Jude travelled throughout
Mesopotamia, converting many people. There is a
letter written by him in the Bible. He is writing to the
people of an Eastern Church, encouraging them to
stay as Christians despite their difficulties. It is
because of this letter that he is the patron saint of
lost causes – when we find things difficult to
understand, we can rely on St Jude to pray with us
and ask God to help us.

Story

Juniors

Story

Young ones



4. Activity
Young ones
Ask the children to shut their eyes. Read through the story again, and let them act it out. Adults can help with the
wailing; a spoonful of honey heated over a candle releases a wonderful aroma. Use the template of the eye. Draw in its
vision something that Jesus wants you to help with.

Juniors
How many phrases can you think of which use the word “see” to mean something other than seeing with our eyes?
Choose one, and design a poster which shows how Jesus can help us to see in that way as well.

Tips for learning difficulties
This activity is suitable if you have a visually impaired child in the group.
Using words, but without referring to anything which is sight dependent (e.g. colour), the children are to describe and
identify various objects in the room.

. 
5. We come together
Parents can be invited to join in at this stage.

Focus
Gather around the candle. Sit young ones separately from their parents (ref. share activity).

Gospel
Jesus was walking through a crowd with his friends in Jericho, when he heard a voice calling, “Jesus, have pity on me!”
Jesus asked, “Who is that? Bring him to me!” So the crowds pushed the man forward. “Why are you calling to me?”
asked Jesus. “What do you want?”
The man turned his face to Jesus. He was blind. “Master, I want to see again,” he said. “Your faith has saved you,” said
Jesus, and suddenly the man was cured. He followed Jesus around all the rest of the day.

Prayer
Today we have two prayers. The young ones will pray the thanking prayer, and the
juniors will pray the asking prayer. But we join in the Amen of both prayers.

Young ones
Jesus, thank you for all your gifts. Thank you especially that we can see the
world around us, and all the people that we love. Amen.

Juniors
Jesus, sometimes things get very difficult and we cannot see what we should do. Help
us to remember that you are with us at these times. Help us to get over our difficulties
and to see things clearly again. Amen.

Share
Young ones – with their eyes shut again, can feel their way round the circle until they find their
parents.
Juniors can share their posters.

Sing
“I watch the sunrise”
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All Saints
1. Introduction to the theme of the day

“I want to be 
in that number”

Aim: To encourage a sense of anticipation about the joy that
awaits us in heaven.

Leader’s Reflection: Few of us view death as something to look forward to. There is a natural fear of what lies beyond
– an awareness of unfinished business and, perhaps, a sense of unworthiness for heaven. When we compare our lives
with those of the great saints, that sense is heightened. Today’s feast offers us great reassurance for this is not just
about the canonised saints but all the saints – some of whom we have known. 
These are the people who lived lives just like ours – sometimes good and holy but also prone to the vagaries of human
nature – just like us. What comes after death we do not exactly know, but church tradition offers an image of
“Purgatory”. This is, perhaps, a state during which we are purified and made ready for eternal happiness. Over the
years, purgatory developed a bad name and people were as afraid of that as of hell. However, if we identify ourselves
with the Prodigal Son arriving home and facing the prospect of a banquet with family and friends, unwashed and with
matted hair, we catch a glimpse of what that purification could be like. He would have bathed, washed and cut his hair,
discarded filthy clothes and then felt ready to face the banquet. In the same way we will be spiritually washed, and,
with the last vestiges of sin laid aside, we will feel ready to enter the eternal banquet – to be greeted by Our Lord and
family and friends and take our place in heaven.
It is our belief that one day this will be our feast day – when we become one of all the saints. 

2. We arrive
We sit in a circle ready to listen to the Gospel.

Focus
White cloth, candle. If your parish has a Book of the Dead, display that with
honour. If not, prepare a “scroll” using parchment or thick paper with the
names of people who have died recently – or perhaps family members and
friends of the children.

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12
Read from the Lectionary or Children’s Lectionary.

3. We respond
What is the Gospel asking of us?
This week’s story is particularly appropriate for the young
ones. Detailed discussion ideas are provided for the juniors.
Work in age groups, if appropriate. Join together as a
community at the end of the session.
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Story

Young ones
Invite the children to respond to the story – do they know anyone in heaven? What good things did they do? What
sort of person were they?

Juniors
Do the children know the names of any saints? Talk to the children about All Saints as the day when we celebrate all
the people in heaven whose names most people do not know. Can they think of people who might be saints?
Talk, too, about the companion feast of All Souls. You may like to use the analogy of the Prodigal Son – turning up
unkempt and not at all ready for a banquet – and how his father kindly let him get sorted out before he had to go and
face everyone. Explain that most of us die with things we regret: things we did and should not have done, and things
we did not do. God gives us time to put this right so that we are ready for heaven. This is why we set November aside
as a month for praying for people who have died. We don’t know who is in heaven and who is on the way – but we
can all pray that, if not this year, then next year we will be celebrating even more saints who have marched in to be
among that number.

It was three months since Mrs Reynolds, their neighbour
and friend, died. Ciara was still sad but did not cry about
it any more. Mrs Reynolds’ house had been sold to a
young couple with a baby about Christopher’s age. Mum
had said Mrs Reynolds would be pleased to think that
Christopher had a new friend living in her house.
Mrs Reynolds had left gifts for everyone. Mum got a
beautiful brooch – and a letter which made her cry. As
she said, “Why did she thank me so much for taking
Communion to her? It was a lovely thing to be able to
do.” And then she blew her nose again!
Ciara had been given a special card saying how happy
Mrs Reynolds had been to have a little girl to buy
chocolate biscuits for. And that made Ciara cry! Mrs
Reynolds had also left her a musical jewellery box and
her bird table and bird bath. Ciara had fed the birds
when Mrs Reynolds wasn’t well enough – so she knew
exactly what to do.
Christopher, the baby, got some animal carvings and
bells that Mrs Reynolds had brought back from Africa.
Ciara wasn’t quite sure what Christopher made of them
as he tried to eat the elephant and jangled the bells but
she loved the idea that Mrs Reynolds had bought them in
Africa and then carried them all across the sea and now
they were in their house.
Mrs Reynolds had also left money to their church – Fr
Michael said they could get the new hymnbooks now and
looked really pleased. In fact, Mrs Reynolds was making
a lot of people happy and lots of them said, “She was a
saint, that woman!”
Ciara thought about this a lot and decided to ask Mum
about it.

“Mum,” she began, “you know how everyone says Mrs
Reynolds was a saint?”
Her mum nodded.
“Well,” Ciara continued, “I thought saints had to do great
things – you know like Mother Teresa going to live in
India. But Mrs Reynolds didn’t do anything like that.”
Mum smiled, “No – maybe not. But she was very kind –
very holy and loved God so much that she is sure to be in
heaven. You don’t have to be superhuman to be a saint;
just someone who loves God and other people, and
that’s just what Mrs Reynolds did really well.”
Ciara had to agree.
“And,” said Mum, “she has a feast day – a day when we
can remember her and celebrate her being in heaven. We
call it ‘All Saints’. There are so many saints in heaven
that we could never get through the whole list even in a
year, so we have a special day for all the saints,
especially the ones we know.”
Ciara was very impressed that Mrs Reynolds had a feast
day. And then thought,
“So Mr Reynolds would have it too ... and Grandma Jane
… and Jack’s Uncle Tom… ”
“Probably,” said Mum.
“I bet it’s a really big party in heaven on that day… And
Mum … could we celebrate Mrs Reynolds’ feast day with
a few …”
“Chocolate biscuits?” asked Mum.



4. Activity
Young ones
Have a selection of flowers ready for the children to tie into small posies. Moisten some cotton wool or kitchen paper
and wrap it around the base of the stems. Wrap an elastic band around them and then a ribbon.
What is the tradition of flowers for the dead?

Juniors
Using the template page, read the Beatitudes and the rewards. The children listen to the Gospel again – and then join
each Beatitude to its reward.

Tips for learning difficulties
Have paper plates ready to use as faces. Have facial features cut out and ready for the children to stick on: eyes,
noses, mouths, ears, big smiles. As they work, talk about God wanting people to be happy with him in heaven – and
this is what they will look like when they get there.

5. We come together
Parents can be invited to join in at this stage.

Focus
Light the candle. Invite those gathered to become still – to look at the candle and think about the time of year.

Gospel
Today, we have been thinking about saints and about what it takes to be a saint.
Jesus says that saints are happy. They are poor in spirit but have the kingdom. They are gentle; they mourn but shall
be comforted. They want what is right; they are merciful and pure in heart. They are peacemakers and sometimes are
persecuted for what is right.
But for all of them their reward is great in heaven.

Prayer
Thank you, Jesus, for showing us how to be saints.
Help us to live good and holy lives
so that we can join that great number of people
who live in everlasting happiness in heaven.
Amen.

Share
In today’s story, we heard about Mrs Reynolds – an elderly friend of Ciara. Mrs
Reynolds had died – but Ciara learned that she was quite likely to be a saint in
heaven and that “All Saints” is her feast day. The older children thought about
how God gives us time to get ready for heaven if we need it.
We don’t know who in this “Book of the Dead” (or scroll) is a saint or still on
the way – but we can pray for them all during November.
Invite the younger children to place their flowers close to the book/scroll. When
we take the book back into the church we will leave the flowers with it –
unless any of the children would like to take them away to put somewhere
special.

Sing
“Oh when the saints go marching in!”
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31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
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1. Introduction to the theme of the day

“The great 
commandments”

Aim: To remind the children of the greatest commandments upon
which all others depend.

Leader’s Reflection: It is very important for children to have boundaries and to be aware of the need for rules for
living. However, rules on their own are not enough to ensure good order and a general sense of happiness. It is
important that rules are underpinned by a sense of mutual respect and, for Christians, love.
When life seems complicated it is good to go back to something simple upon which the rest can be built. To ask
oneself: “is this action loving towards God or my neighbour?” gives a straightforward way of judging whether an
action or a word is good or not. Whatever the situation, the
simple question of whether this is of love or otherwise is a sure
guide for the way we should act or speak.

2. We arrive
We sit in a circle ready to listen to the Gospel.
Has anyone anything they would like to tell us about 
last week’s Family Sheet?

Focus
Green cloth, Bible open at today’s Gospel, flowers.

Gospel: Mark 12:28-34
Read from the Lectionary or Children’s Lectionary.

3. We respond
What is the Gospel asking of us?
Today’s story can be used with the whole group – or by each group
separately. Use the activity ideas that best suit your group. 

The 4th Sunday before Advent
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Young ones and Juniors
How can we show we love God? How can we show we love the people around us?
Here is a story that will help us to think about that.

Story
It was Sunday morning and the autumn sun was shining.
Tom and Amy were excited as they were going to the
country park. They hoped that they would be able to
collect acorns and conkers and it was a perfect day.

They went downstairs and found Dad putting out all the
bits for the picnic.
“Shall I do the soup, Dad?” Oliver asked.
“It’s a bit early for that – it will get cold. Remember we
have something else to do first. You can heat the soup
when we get back.”
(Get back from where? What does the family have to do
first? How is that loving?)

When Amy had told Fr Stephen about their walk after
church, he had been really interested and said he’d like
to hear about it next time. Amy promised to bring him
some conkers!
(Amy has done a few loving things here – what are they
– and who was she loving?)

When the family got home from church, everyone
mucked in and got the picnic ready.
(How is this loving? What things might the family be
doing?)

When Amy mentioned that Fr Stephen had been
interested in their visit, Dad wondered if he might like to
join them – he knew Fr Stephen was a keen walker. Mum
went to phone and Fr Stephen said he’d love to come but
would need to bring the hospital bleep and might need a
lift to the hospital if it went off. Mum said that was fine.
(What loving things are happening here? What might the
family need to do to include Fr Stephen?)

There were quite a few people enjoying the sunshine.
The country park had woods and a large lake and lots of
interesting walks. The trees were beautiful with autumn

colour and the blue sky reflected in the lake. Ducks and
swans were swimming on the lake and they could hear
birds still singing in the trees. Fr Stephen paused and
smiled. “Isn’t God’s creation wonderful?” he said.
(What is loving here? Who is being loved?)

The family and Fr Stephen had found a picnic table in the
sunshine and enjoyed their soup. They were just about to
go into the woods to collect acorns and conkers when
the hospital bleep went off. Fr Stephen phoned the
hospital on his mobile and said he would have to go.
Mum said she would give him a lift and would wait to
give him a lift home afterwards. She would meet the
family in the car park at 5 o’clock but Dad said not to
worry, if she wasn’t there they would get the bus back.
Dad also said they would keep the person in their
prayers.
(What is loving about what everyone is doing in this part
of the story?)

Dad got a call on his mobile a couple of hours later to
say Mum and Fr Stephen were on their way back. The
family of the person in hospital had been really grateful
to see him and the person was very peaceful after his
visit. Fr Stephen was glad he had gone and had thanked
the children’s Mum for going with him. She’d made him
have a cup of tea before they left the hospital.
(How is love being expressed here?)

They dropped Fr Stephen back at his house and went
home to tuck into the piping hot casserole that Mum had
put in the oven before they left.
Everything was checked for Monday morning and Oliver
and Amy got ready for bed.
They came together for their bedtime cuddle and prayers
and looked back on a lovely loving day.
(What might they have prayed – and where is the love?)
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4. Activity
Young ones 
Ask the children to think of something from the story where the family and Fr Stephen had shown love for God and for
others – perhaps remind them of some of the things that happened. Invite them to colour in the bubble-writing “Love
God! Love one another!” and then to draw their favourite bit of the story.

Juniors
Use the template. It might be helpful to have several print-outs of the story for the children to refer to. Invite the
children to think about the story and decide which bits were loving God and which loving others. They can either write
or draw each incident.
Help them to see that quite often they will overlap.

Tips for learning difficulties
This is quite a long story. For children with limited attention span it might be helpful for them to record their thoughts
as they go along rather than at the end.

5. We come together
Parents can be invited to join in at this stage.

Focus
Light the candle. Invite those gathered to become still. 

Gospel
In the Gospel, Jesus reminds the people around him of two great commandments in the Old Testament. The scribe is
doing what many Jews like to do – talking about their faith and trying to understand it better. He is very pleased when
Jesus quotes from the Book of Deuteronomy – one of the oldest books in the Bible. 
“You will love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength
and love your neighbour as yourself.”
Jesus sees that the scribe is beginning to understand what the kingdom of God is about.

Prayer
Lord Jesus, you give us two simple rules for living – 
to love God and to love each other.
Help us to be faithful to these commandments
and build your kingdom of love. Amen.

Share
We listened to a story about a family and their parish priest and how they
spent an autumn Sunday. We thought about how the ordinary things they did
showed how love works. Here are a few of the things the children thought …
Invite the children to share a few of their words and pictures.

Sing
“Lord of all hopefulness” 
“A new commandment I give unto you”
“Brother, sister, let me serve you”





32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

1. Introduction to the theme of the day
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“The widow’s penny”
Aim:To help the children to see that a small contribution can
make a very big difference.

Leader’s Reflection: We are constantly bombarded with images of need and it is hard sometimes to know how to
respond. We feel that we have little to offer – that the small amount we have cannot possibly make a real difference to
anyone. It can lead to a kind of paralysis.
For children, this can be an even stronger feeling – they often empathise with children they see on television and want
to respond. This sense of human solidarity is something to encourage. By giving the last money she had, the widow
was demonstrating her trust in God, but also pooling the little she had into the common good. By noticing it, Jesus
assures us that he notices the small things we do and sees their worth far beyond their material value.

2. We arrive
We sit in a circle ready to listen to the Gospel.
Has anyone anything they would like to tell us about last week’s Family
Sheet?

Focus
Green cloth, Bible open at the Gospel, autumn
flowers or leaves, an open purse with two small
coins, a candle.

Gospel Mark 12:38-44
Read from the Lectionary or the Children’s
Lectionary.

3. We respond 
What is the Gospel asking of us?
This week there is one story for all the children. Work in age groups for the activities, if appropriate.

The 3rd Sunday before Advent
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Liam and Grace had been watching the television news
and had seen some things that had made them very sad.
They were pictures of a great disaster like a ___________
(Invite children to think about the things that people
want to respond to with help.)
They wanted to do something to help but they knew their
pocket money wouldn’t help much. And their friends
were not in any better a position. But they still felt they
wanted to do something.
(What might they think of doing? What experience of
fund-raising do the children have?)
Liam and Grace talked to their mum about their ideas
and how they didn’t think they could really make a
difference. “I wonder if it would help if Auntie Debbie
came and talked to you all.” Auntie Debbie was really
keen on helping CAFOD and her friend Kate was a great
supporter of Christian Aid. It sounded like a good idea to
talk to them about their problem. 
Auntie Debbie and Kate came round to their house and
Liam and Grace had invited some of their friends. They
took them to the CAFOD website where it showed what
they were already doing to help with the disaster. “When
something like this happens,” Auntie Debbie said,
“CAFOD gets in touch with Caritas in that country and
they get aid to people straight away and tell us what
they need us to send money out for.” They showed them
the Christian Aid website and saw how different churches
work together in partnership with local workers to help
with a disaster or ongoing problems.
“But don’t you send things out from here?” asked Jack, a
friend of Liam. “I’ve seen people loading planes with
medicine and things.”
“Sometimes,” replied Auntie Debbie, “but we always try
to buy things in the country itself. It gets there quicker –
it means money is going into the country to help them

get over the disaster and it’s a lot cheaper.” 
“Cheaper?” asked Grace.
“Yes,” said Kate, “things cost less than they do here. For
£10 you can buy enough seeds for a family to plant a
kitchen garden which will feed them – and even have
enough left over to sell. £5 could buy a couple of
buckets.”
“Buckets!” exclaimed Lucy.
“Buckets,” laughed Kate. “Imagine you have managed to
get clean water – and you need it to stay clean – a bucket
with a good lid is perfect.”
“So we don’t need to send a lot of money to make a
difference?”
“No, however little you can send, it can make a huge
difference.” 

The children continued their chat with Auntie Debbie and
Kate and decided to collect some of their good toys and
books and do a table sale. They also did a “guess how
many sweets in the jar competition” and a “name the
teddy”. 
(Can the children think of other things they could try?)
Their families came and other friends from school and
the neighbourhood and just about everything was sold.
At the end of the sale the children went in to have cake
and lemonade and counted up their takings: £23.47.
“That’s really good,” said Auntie Debbie.
“That’s lots of seeds and buckets and some left over!”
said Kate.
Auntie Debbie agreed to send off the money, “You see,
you had some fun – a lot of people gave a little bit – and
you have made a big difference to someone’s life …
several lives in fact!”

Young ones and Juniors

Story



228 – FaithMap

4. Activity 
Young ones
Above the map of the world, draw in the children with their table sale in the space provided and colour in the children
in Africa going to school, children in Bangladesh area planting seeds, children in South America with a water pump. As
they work, talk about the links between them all and how we are all God’s family.

Juniors 
Talk to the children about how giving a little makes a big difference. Consider taking part in a fund-raising activity
leading up to Christmas. Ideas might include: saving odd coins and asking families to do the same; baby boxes:
children bring small items, toiletries/little toys/bibs, and then make up boxes that can be offered to the local “Life”
Group; Christmas boxes: some charities collect items to distribute in Eastern Europe/Africa and other needy areas. 
Explore the possibilities locally. Is there a soup run or shelter who might appreciate tins or packets of soup?

Tips for learning difficulties
Encourage the children to see that everyone can make a difference. Do they have any ideas? Could they join in with
the collections? 

5. We come together
Parents can be invited to join in at this stage.

Focus. 
Light the candle. Invite those gathered to become still. 

Gospel
In the Gospel, Jesus is watching as people come into the Temple. Some people are giving large amounts – and making
sure that everyone notices. But Jesus spotted someone else: someone who was not fashionable or important and who
was not noticed by anyone else – not even the disciples.
Jesus tells them that she has given more than anyone else. They are surprised but he says that she has given
everything she had: a great gift given to help others who might be in need.

Prayer
Lord Jesus, you spot the kindness of everyone
and you see that even the smallest gift is of great value.
Help us never to forget that,
and to be generous in the little things we can do and give.
Amen.

Share.
We have been thinking about the work of CAFOD and Christian Aid, the aid agencies that work with their partners in
developing countries to help people to build happier and healthier lives.
We thought about how money raised here could do a lot of good because things cost less in those countries, so
money goes a long way.
The younger ones have looked at how children are linked around the world. (Children can be invited to show their
pictures.)
The Juniors have been looking at things they could do to make a difference for people at Christmas. Here are some of
the things they have thought of… Perhaps we could think about that over the coming week and make some decisions
next time.

Sing
“Christ be our light”
“When I needed a neighbour”
“Plenty of bread at the feast of life”
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33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

1. Introduction to the theme of the day

“Trust me!”
Aim: To foster a sense of confidence that the words of Jesus can
be trusted.

Leader’s Reflection: The world can be a frightening place. War, natural disaster, the fear of terrorism, and things much
closer to home: fear of crime and sadly, for some children, the lack even of a safe home. Fear can be crippling and can
lead to mistrust. For children, the implications can be even greater because of their powerlessness – events happen
around them and things happen to them they are unable to stop or even to understand.
Trust in the words of Jesus can be a source of great strength. He did not promise an easy ride – far from it – but he did
promise to be in it with us until the end of the age. The liturgical year begins to draw to a close with an apocalyptic
vision, looking to the end of the world. This could be frightening, especially in turbulent times when we can easily
wonder if we are indeed in the end times. At these times, it is perhaps more important than ever to trust the words of
Jesus and to help our children see that trust, so that, by our
example, they grow in confidence in the enduring and
unshakeable love of God. 

2. We arrive
We sit in a circle ready to listen to the Gospel.
Has anyone anything they would like to tell us about last
week’s Family Sheet? Did anyone have any thoughts on what
can be done to make a difference for other people at
Christmas?

Focus
Green cloth, candle and open Bible or Lectionary.

Gospel: Mark: 13:24-32
Read from the Lectionary or Children’s Lectionary.

3. We respond
What is the Gospel asking of us?
One long story this week – with a choice of discussion points
and activities. Work in age groups if appropriate.

The 2nd Sunday before Advent
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Story
Paul and Rosie couldn’t wait to get back to school after
the holidays. They had had an adventure and wanted to
tell everyone about it!
Not that it had felt like an adventure at the time. It had
been really scary, but now it was over they were very
proud of themselves – and even more proud of their
mum and their rescuers. Yes, their rescuers!
They had been on holiday and teamed up with another
family to go for a walk in the hills. Paul and Rosie had
done lots of long walks with their mum. She was what
Granddad called a “walking fanatic” and she was
bringing the children up to be the same. They loved it.
They met lots of other people on the walks and were
always made a fuss of by the older ramblers. 
The family they went for this particular walk with had not
done so many, but Mum was well equipped and they
were not going too far this time. They had climbed to the
top of the hill and had looked at the great view and had a
picnic. The sun had been shining and it had been
brilliant.
The problems started on the way down. It began to get
misty, but Mum said they would be fine as she knew the
route and they would come to a track in a few minutes
and that would be very easy to follow. 
Paul and Rosie knew Mum knew what she was doing and
that all they had to do was to follow her instructions.
Unfortunately, the other family did not think they needed
to. “We’ll push on ahead,” they said. “Don’t want to get
caught up in fog, do we?” and, laughing, they’d rushed
on ahead. “But…” said their mum. But it was too late –
the other family were charging down the hill.

A few minutes later, they heard a terrified scream and
shouting. Mum turned to her children – “We’ll go and
find them but you must stay close.”
A few hundred yards away, they came across the family.
Tom, the youngest boy, had skidded on some stones and
his leg was gashed and at a funny angle.
The dad wanted to rush and get help – but Mum got firm
and said, “No. The fog is going to get thicker, we must
stay together.” The man did not look so sure – but when
Mum took off her rucksack and got out the First Aid kit
and a mobile phone, he realised she did know what she
was talking about. She dialled the rescue services and
explained what had happened and gave them details of
roughly where they were. She calmed Tom’s mother
down and got a space-blanket out to keep Tom warm.
The fog got thicker and thicker and they could hardly see
each other. It was cold, damp and very scary.
After a while they heard voices. Mum got out a whistle
and gave it to Paul – who blew SOS on it. Rosie took the
torch and flashed that too – while Mum kept an eye on
Tom and his parents.
The rescuers soon found them. They made Tom
comfortable and put him on a stretcher and led everyone
to the track and down to the rescue vehicles where they
gave them hot drinks. They also congratulated Mum,
Paul and Rosie for keeping cool heads and knowing what
to do. Paul and Rosie almost popped with pride – but
they knew that it was all down to trusting that Mum
knew what to do.
No wonder they could not wait to get back to school to
tell everyone!

Young ones
How did Paul and Rosie feel when they were lost in the fog? What made them feel sure that things would be all right?
Have the children ever been frightened like that? What made them feel safer?

Juniors
Have the children had similar experiences – maybe in Cubs or Brownies or other activity groups? Do they know
someone who has? What did they learn from their experience?



4. Activity
Young ones 
Act out the story with the children. Let them all be a Paul or Rosie and an adult, Mum. The other family could be
played by adults or left to imagination. Be confident and fairly light-hearted – and maybe a little melodramatic.
Encourage the children to say how they feel at various points in the story; allow them to be melodramatic too!
If space does not permit amateur dramatics, use the template page. As the children colour it in, ask them to describe
what is happening and how people in the story might be feeling.

Juniors
Older children might like to act out the story but to take on the roles of Mum and the other family themselves. Remind
them of the story where necessary.
Alternatively, allow the children to colour the template in and add speech bubbles.

Tips for learning difficulties
A simple acting out of the story with much emphasis on Mum keeping everything safe.
Alternatively, the children colour in the template with an adult alongside to chat with the children about what is
happening in the story. 

5. We come together
Parents can be invited to join in at this stage.

Focus
Light the candle. Invite those gathered to become still. 

Gospel
In the Gospel, Jesus tells us about the time when he will come in glory and gather everyone together. It sounds as if it
could all be quite frightening but Jesus promises that whatever else happens, we can trust his word.

Prayer
Jesus, the world can be a frightening place –
but you have given us your word that whatever happens you will be with us.
Help us to trust you even when things are very hard for us.
Amen.

Share
In the session, we had a story about two children who had an adventure. It
was quite scary, but they listened to what their mum said and everything
worked out safely in the end. 
(If the template was used, the children can be encouraged to show it to their
parents and tell them what happened.)
This is a bit like our relationship with Jesus. We might be in trouble but if we
keep as calm as we can and try to listen for his voice, everything will be fine in
the end, even if it takes a while.

Sing
“My God loves me”
“He’s got the whole world in his hands”
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Our Lord Jesus Christ, Universal King

1. Introduction to the theme of the day

“Jesus’ kingdom”
Aim: To explore what Jesus means when he says that his kingdom
is not of this world.

Leader’s Reflection: If we say the words “king” or “kingdom”, it is quite likely that an image of splendour and majesty
will come to mind. The King we meet in today’s Gospel could not be more different. Jesus is facing the might of the
Roman Empire in the person of Pontius Pilate and yet, of the two, Jesus seems the more composed. He is aware of the
fate that awaits him but the fear has passed and the dignity befitting a King has taken its place.
It is a paradox of our faith that our King ended his life as a convicted criminal on a cross. If Jesus’ kingdom was of this
world, he would undoubtedly have been able to call on vast armies to defend him, and yet his Kingship is manifest in
apparent weakness and isolation with not even one subject or adviser to call on.
Our King is not one who lords it over his subjects but one who enters fully into their life experience, taking upon
himself the worst that the world can do to them. He is a King who leads his people through the worst into an eternal
best: a kingdom not of this world, where all are healed and made whole, for ever.

2. We arrive
We sit in a circle ready to listen to the Gospel.
Has anyone anything they would like to tell us about last week’s
Family Sheet?

Focus
White cloth, candle, a calendar.

Gospel: John 18:33-37
Read from the Lectionary or Children’s Lectionary.

3. We respond 
What is the Gospel asking of us?
Choose the story, discussion ideas and activity most suitable for
your group.

Christ the King
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Young ones
A story about Muriel, the apprentice angel who helps the Angel Gabriel.

Story
Muriel was really getting into human history. Muriel was
an angel who had had a great success with the mission
with Gabriel to tell Mary about her baby. Since then, she
had begun to take an interest in how humans lived: what
they liked to do, what they liked to eat, where they went
for their holidays, and so on.
Her best friend Nathaniel could not get over the sight of
Muriel with her nose peering into human history, visiting
different times and places. “Muriel, if you peer any
further, you’re going to land in human history, and you
know we only go if we’re sent by God!”
But Muriel’s curiosity was just too strong. One thing that
really puzzled her was that some places had kings and
queens and some places didn’t. No one could really
explain why. One thing all the rulers had in common was
that they were very powerful – and usually very wealthy.
She looked into the time of King David. He had started
life as a shepherd boy and ended up as a king in a great
palace. And when she looked at King Solomon’s time, the
palaces were even bigger. And when she looked at King
Herod’s time, she nearly did fall into history – his palace
was so amazingly decorated she could hardly believe it.

She looked further into history and saw that some kings
and queens had lots of houses – and castles – and
palaces! All of them were very beautiful and richly
decorated, and all the rulers were very powerful. Some
used their power wisely, but some of them used their
power to hurt other people, sometimes even their own
people. 
This was really not like heaven. Jesus was their king,
even if he was living on the earth at the moment. Jesus
was always kind and looked out for everyone. When she
had been a clumsy apprentice angel, he had reassured
her that it would all work out. She even wondered
sometimes whether it was Jesus who had arranged for
her to go with Gabriel to visit Mary, she wouldn’t be
surprised.
She missed Jesus and looked forward to him coming
home to heaven. She knew he had an important mission
to do. She couldn’t wait for him to come back to tell him
about everything she had learnt about kings on the
earth, and how glad she was that she had him as her
king.

Juniors
Today might be a good time to allow the children to share their thoughts about world leaders of which they are aware
and to clarify their understanding of what makes a good leader.
Who are the leaders of our country? What about in other countries? What about spiritual leaders? Are all the leaders
good? What does a good leader do? Who is a good leader concerned about? Who is a bad leader concerned about?
What example of kingship and leadership does Jesus give? What is Jesus’ kingdom like?

Story
The feast of Christ the King was established by Pope Pius
XI in 1925. He saw that the world had not recovered from
the First World War and sensed that new dictators would
use the situation to gain power. He wanted to have a
feast every year to celebrate Christ as the Universal King.
He was right. Very soon, Hitler came to power, then
Stalin, and countless other dictators who have used
power for evil purposes.

The feast reminds us that, though we are part of this
world, we are also part of Christ’s kingdom. This gives
people the courage to stand up for what is right, even
when they are afraid of the consequences: Jesus is our
King.



4. Activity
As we are coming to the end of the liturgical year, this would be a good time to look back over the past months. Were
there any favourite sessions? What do the children want to thank God especially for this year – either from the
sessions or something that happened at home or school?

Young ones
Jewels in Jesus’ crown. Use the crown template and cut out diamonds and circles in shiny paper. Invite the children to
stick the jewels on the crown for special things that have happened to them this year, e.g. this jewel is my First
Communion; this is my new baby brother. Talk to them about their special memories and help them to see that their
joys are Jesus’ joys too.

Juniors
Use the crown template and jewels as with the younger children, but invite the children to use their jewels to
represent good news from this year, e.g. money sent to a charity; someone was rescued; babies were born; someone
recovered from illness; someone died after a long illness and is now with Jesus, etc.

Tips for learning difficulties 
Have crowns and jewels cut out. Explain that we are decorating Jesus’ crown with things that make us happy. Invite the
children to think of happy things as they stick the jewels on.

5. We come together
Parents can be invited to join in at this stage.

Focus
Light the candle. Invite those gathered to become still.

Gospel
In today’s Gospel we heard about Jesus and Pilate. Pilate seems to have all the power but Jesus knows that he is the
greater king, but that his kingdom is not of this world.

Prayer
Jesus, you are our King,
strong, kind and merciful.
We thank you for our times together over the last year –
for all you have given us
and all that we have learnt about you.
Amen.

Share
(Use these or your own words)
We have been on a Journey with the Gospel writer Mark.
Today, we come to the end of Year B.
There have been happy times when …
(N…’s parent was received into the Church/N, N & N made their First Communion… etc.)
There have been sad times when …
(N… died/ N… moved away from the area … etc.)
We thank God for this year … if you would like to thank God for something in particular, share it with us and we will all
say: Thanks be to God

Sing
“Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord”  
“Sing it in the valleys, shout it from the mountaintops!”
“The King of Glory comes”
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Our Lord Jesus Christ, Universal King

1. Introduction to the theme of the day

“Jesus’ kingdom”
Aim: To explore what Jesus means when he says that his kingdom
is not of this world.

Leader’s Reflection: If we say the words “king” or “kingdom”, it is quite likely that an image of splendour and majesty
will come to mind. The King we meet in today’s Gospel could not be more different. Jesus is facing the might of the
Roman Empire in the person of Pontius Pilate and yet, of the two, Jesus seems the more composed. He is aware of the
fate that awaits him but the fear has passed and the dignity befitting a King has taken its place.
It is a paradox of our faith that our King ended his life as a convicted criminal on a cross. If Jesus’ kingdom was of this
world, he would undoubtedly have been able to call on vast armies to defend him, and yet his Kingship is manifest in
apparent weakness and isolation with not even one subject or adviser to call on.
Our King is not one who lords it over his subjects but one who enters fully into their life experience, taking upon
himself the worst that the world can do to them. He is a King who leads his people through the worst into an eternal
best: a kingdom not of this world, where all are healed and made whole, for ever.

2. We arrive
We sit in a circle ready to listen to the Gospel.
Has anyone anything they would like to tell us about last week’s
Family Sheet?

Focus
White cloth, candle, a calendar.

Gospel: John 18:33-37
Read from the Lectionary or Children’s Lectionary.

3. We respond 
What is the Gospel asking of us?
Choose the story, discussion ideas and activity most suitable for
your group.

Christ the King
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Young ones
A story about Muriel, the apprentice angel who helps the Angel Gabriel.

Story
Muriel was really getting into human history. Muriel was
an angel who had had a great success with the mission
with Gabriel to tell Mary about her baby. Since then, she
had begun to take an interest in how humans lived: what
they liked to do, what they liked to eat, where they went
for their holidays, and so on.
Her best friend Nathaniel could not get over the sight of
Muriel with her nose peering into human history, visiting
different times and places. “Muriel, if you peer any
further, you’re going to land in human history, and you
know we only go if we’re sent by God!”
But Muriel’s curiosity was just too strong. One thing that
really puzzled her was that some places had kings and
queens and some places didn’t. No one could really
explain why. One thing all the rulers had in common was
that they were very powerful – and usually very wealthy.
She looked into the time of King David. He had started
life as a shepherd boy and ended up as a king in a great
palace. And when she looked at King Solomon’s time, the
palaces were even bigger. And when she looked at King
Herod’s time, she nearly did fall into history – his palace
was so amazingly decorated she could hardly believe it.

She looked further into history and saw that some kings
and queens had lots of houses – and castles – and
palaces! All of them were very beautiful and richly
decorated, and all the rulers were very powerful. Some
used their power wisely, but some of them used their
power to hurt other people, sometimes even their own
people. 
This was really not like heaven. Jesus was their king,
even if he was living on the earth at the moment. Jesus
was always kind and looked out for everyone. When she
had been a clumsy apprentice angel, he had reassured
her that it would all work out. She even wondered
sometimes whether it was Jesus who had arranged for
her to go with Gabriel to visit Mary, she wouldn’t be
surprised.
She missed Jesus and looked forward to him coming
home to heaven. She knew he had an important mission
to do. She couldn’t wait for him to come back to tell him
about everything she had learnt about kings on the
earth, and how glad she was that she had him as her
king.

Juniors
Today might be a good time to allow the children to share their thoughts about world leaders of which they are aware
and to clarify their understanding of what makes a good leader.
Who are the leaders of our country? What about in other countries? What about spiritual leaders? Are all the leaders
good? What does a good leader do? Who is a good leader concerned about? Who is a bad leader concerned about?
What example of kingship and leadership does Jesus give? What is Jesus’ kingdom like?

Story
The feast of Christ the King was established by Pope Pius
XI in 1925. He saw that the world had not recovered from
the First World War and sensed that new dictators would
use the situation to gain power. He wanted to have a
feast every year to celebrate Christ as the Universal King.
He was right. Very soon, Hitler came to power, then
Stalin, and countless other dictators who have used
power for evil purposes.

The feast reminds us that, though we are part of this
world, we are also part of Christ’s kingdom. This gives
people the courage to stand up for what is right, even
when they are afraid of the consequences: Jesus is our
King.



4. Activity
As we are coming to the end of the liturgical year, this would be a good time to look back over the past months. Were
there any favourite sessions? What do the children want to thank God especially for this year – either from the
sessions or something that happened at home or school?

Young ones
Jewels in Jesus’ crown. Use the crown template and cut out diamonds and circles in shiny paper. Invite the children to
stick the jewels on the crown for special things that have happened to them this year, e.g. this jewel is my First
Communion; this is my new baby brother. Talk to them about their special memories and help them to see that their
joys are Jesus’ joys too.

Juniors
Use the crown template and jewels as with the younger children, but invite the children to use their jewels to
represent good news from this year, e.g. money sent to a charity; someone was rescued; babies were born; someone
recovered from illness; someone died after a long illness and is now with Jesus, etc.

Tips for learning difficulties 
Have crowns and jewels cut out. Explain that we are decorating Jesus’ crown with things that make us happy. Invite the
children to think of happy things as they stick the jewels on.

5. We come together
Parents can be invited to join in at this stage.

Focus
Light the candle. Invite those gathered to become still.

Gospel
In today’s Gospel we heard about Jesus and Pilate. Pilate seems to have all the power but Jesus knows that he is the
greater king, but that his kingdom is not of this world.

Prayer
Jesus, you are our King,
strong, kind and merciful.
We thank you for our times together over the last year –
for all you have given us
and all that we have learnt about you.
Amen.

Share
(Use these or your own words)
We have been on a Journey with the Gospel writer Mark.
Today, we come to the end of Year B.
There have been happy times when …
(N…’s parent was received into the Church/N, N & N made their First Communion… etc.)
There have been sad times when …
(N… died/ N… moved away from the area … etc.)
We thank God for this year … if you would like to thank God for something in particular, share it with us and we will all
say: Thanks be to God

Sing
“Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord”  
“Sing it in the valleys, shout it from the mountaintops!”
“The King of Glory comes”
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